




3534

hardboiled child
Print on linen
Variable dimensions
Limited edition 1/10
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barefoot in the woods
Print on linen
Variable dimensions
Limited edition 1/10
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Hyun Jung Ji, born in South Korea, now currently lives and practices as a professional 
painter in Los Angeles, California.

She gained formal training as a painter at the Art Centre College of Design in Pasadena, 
CA where she began to develop her unique illustrative style and meticulous approach to 
painting. 

Hyun’s works are inspired by her childhood. Her painting plays a role as a medium to 
connect herself of the past with herself of the present. She faces the inner chaos that 
lies most deeply in her memory to confront the avoided trauma. She produces engaging 
narratives populated by multiple figures of herself. Her works evoke a sense of fantasy 
and the subconscious.

Through my artwork I observe and attempt to understand the relationships between my 
current and past timelines— contemplating the figures of my many selves. My paintings 
feature children who look like my childhood self, creating a looking glass in which to 
view what I see as a fluid and ever-changing thing. From looking at the past as an out-
sider I can recollect and reinterpret what was once oblivious to me.

The river of memory flows through each piece, and my process allows me to dive deep 
into my consciousness; facing dark emotions and chaos that lurks below. Only by 
encountering these memories do I feel a closer understanding of who I truly am.

Faceless children are representative of an emotional shield, with hidden thoughts. 
Ambiguous and neutral, these figures embrace the colorful flows of time without 
resistance. My childhood self worked hard not to feel these emotions— fear, loneliness, 
discrimination, absence. Hidden in memories are the sufferings of the past. As I 
revive them through art, they become the building blocks and fuel that upholds my 
current self. The narratives I paint hold all of the hardships I carried, no longer the 
subject of flight but rather a newfound reason for being.
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